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The Landry News 

By Andrew Clements 

1. Which amendment of the US Constitution has to do with freedom of the press? The First 

Amendment  

2. What is the name of the main character? Cara Landry  

3. What was unusual about Cara's 5th grade teacher, Mr. Larson? He didn't teach, believed in an 

open classroom, and had piles of newspapers, books, and magazines everywhere. No parent 

wanted his or her child in his class.  

4. What did Cara hang on the bulletin board on Friday afternoon in Mr. Landry's class? A self-

made newspaper called The Landry News.  

5. Why did Mr. Larson get angry at the editorial? Cara said in the editorial that since Mr. Landry 

didn't teach that the students should split Mr. Landry's salary.  

6. What did Mrs. Landry do for a living? She was a teacher in the Chicago school system that 

had metal detectors and escorts to the parking areas.  

7. What happened to Cara's editorial? Mr. Larson ripped it up and threw it in the trashcan.  

8. What were the reasons that Cara wrote such hurtful things, what was she angry about? Her 

parents were getting a divorce.  

9. What did Cara's editorial ultimately force Mr. Landry to do? Got him to start teaching again, 

he gave the class an assignment to read editorials. 

10. What did Joey want to do with Cara's next edition of the Landry news? Print it on the 

computer so they could make copies. Ed and Joey want to be on her staff because she doesn't 

know anything about computers.  

11. Describe Mrs. Stewart, the resource center librarian, through Mr. Landry's eyes. Mr. Larson 

said she reminded him of a dog that ran in circles and that she talked so fast that it made him 

tired.  

12. What were Joey and Cara doing in the resource center? They were printing the newspaper, 

the cost was being charged to Mr. Larson's account.  

13. What was the editorial about on the first edition of the "computer" Landry News? The 

difference between a mean hearted newspaper and a good hearted newspaper. The motto for the 

next edition would be: Truth and Mercy.  

14. What was the principal's name at Deenton Elementary? Dr. Barnes  
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15. If Mr. Larson was such a bad teacher, why hadn't he been fired? Getting rid of a teacher is 

difficult. It must be able to be proven, must be serious, and must be something that violates 

school policy or the law.  

16. What happened when Mr. Larson had a discussion in class about Cara's newspaper? All of 

the students wanted to help Cara, Joey, and Ed make the newspaper bigger and better.  

17. What was the name of the Supreme Court case that said that principals have the final 

approval on school newspapers? Hazelwood  

18. What was Mr. Larson's argument to the Hazelwood case? Mr. Larson said that the Landry 

News was a classroom newspaper not a school newspaper so it did not fit the criteria to be 

checked by Dr. Barnes. 

19. What were some of the other departments that came about as the newspaper grew? Pets, 

Slang Thang, Homework Countdown, Weekend Weather, cartoons, and short stories.  

20. What was Michael Morton's short story about for the newspaper? His parents’ divorce, he 

called it "Lost and Found."  

21. What happened when Michael's story was published in the Landry News? Dr. Barnes files a 

disciplinary action against Mr. Larson. He asked Mr. Larson to resign to eliminate the need for a 

legal hearing.  

22. How did the students beat Dr. Barnes to keep publishing the newspaper? The letter had said 

that they had to stop publishing the Landry News and couldn't make the newspaper at school. 

The students changed the name of the paper to "The Guardian" and used the computer and 

printer at Joey's house.  

23. When the hearing was over, what happened? Mr. Larson was vindicated and the students 

printed a special edition saying so.  

24. Who read the story Lost and Found" to a crowded auditorium? Michael Morton, the boy who 

had written it.  


